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of deviation, and notices of non-

conformance.

[49 FR 9381, Mar. 12, 1984, as amended at 54
FR 43578, Oct. 26, 1989; 61 FR 43408, Aug. 22,
1996]

§51.11 Relationship to other subparts.
[Reserved]

§51.12 Application of subpart to ongo-
ing environmental work.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in
this section, the regulations in this
subpart shall apply to the fullest ex-
tent practicable to NRC’s ongoing envi-
ronmental work.

(b) No environmental report or any
supplement to an environmental report
filed with the NRC and no environ-
mental assessment, environmental im-
pact statement or finding of no signifi-
cant impact or any supplement to any
of the foregoing issued by the NRC be-
fore June 7, 1984, need be redone and no
notice of intent to prepare an environ-
mental impact statement or notice of
availability of these environmental
documents need be republished solely
by reason of the promulgation on
March 12, 1984, of this revision of part
51.

[49 FR 9381, Mar. 12, 1984, as amended at 49
FR 24513, June 14, 1984]

§51.13 Emergencies.

Whenever emergency circumstances
make it necessary and whenever, in
other situations, the health and safety
of the public may be adversely affected
if mitigative or remedial actions are
delayed, the Commission may take an
action with significant environmental
impact without observing the provi-
sions of these regulations. In taking an
action covered by this section, the
Commission will consult with the
Council as soon as feasible concerning
appropriate alternative NEPA arrange-
ments.

§51.14 Definitions.

(a) As used in this subpart:

Categorical Exclusion means a cat-
egory of actions which do not individ-
ually or cumulatively have a signifi-
cant effect on the human environment
and which the Commission has found
to have no such effect in accordance
with procedures set out in §51.22, and

§51.14

for which, therefore, neither an envi-
ronmental assessment nor an environ-
mental impact statement is required.

Cooperating Agency means any Fed-
eral agency other than the NRC which
has jurisdiction by law or special ex-
pertise with respect to any environ-
mental impact involved in a proposal
(or a reasonable alternative) for legis-
lation or other major Federal action
significantly affecting the quality of
the human environment. By agreement
with the Commission, a State or local
agency of similar qualifications or,
when the effects are on a reservation,
an Indian Tribe, may become a cooper-
ating agency.

Council means the Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality (CEQ) established
by Title Il of NEPA.

DOE means the U.S. Department of
Energy or its duly authorized rep-
resentatives.

Environmental Assessment means a
concise public document for which the
Commission is responsible that serves
to:

(1) Briefly provide sufficient evidence
and analysis for determining whether
to prepare an environmental impact
statement or a finding of no significant
impact.

(2) Aid the Commission’s compliance
with NEPA when no environmental im-
pact statement is necessary.

(3) Facilitate preparation of an envi-
ronmental impact statement when one
is necessary.

Environmental document includes an
environmental assessment, an environ-
mental impact statement, a finding of
no significant impact, an environ-
mental report and any supplements to
or comments upon those documents,
and a notice of intent.

Environmental Impact Statement means
a detailed written statement as re-
quired by section 102(2)(C) of NEPA.

Environmental report means a docu-
ment submitted to the Commission by
an applicant for a permit, license, or
other form of permission, or an amend-
ment to or renewal of a permit, license
or other form of permission, or by a pe-
titioner for rulemaking, in order to aid
the Commission in complying with sec-
tion 102(2) of NEPA.

Finding of No Significant Impact
means a concise public document for



§51.15

which the Commission is responsible
that briefly states the reasons why an
action, not otherwise excluded, will not
have a significant effect on the human
environment and for which therefore
an environmental impact statement
will not be prepared.

NEPA means the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969, as amended
(Pub. L. 91-190, 83 Stat. 852, 856, as
amended by Pub. L. 94-83, 89 Stat. 424,
42 U.S.C. 4321, et seq.).

Notice of Intent means a notice that
an environmental impact statement
will be prepared and considered.

Uranium enrichment facility means:

(1) Any facility used for separating
the isotopes for uranium or enriching
uranium in the isotope 235, except lab-
oratory scale facilities designed or
used for experimental or analytical
purposes only; or

(2) Any equipment or device, or im-
portant component part especially de-
signed for such equipment or device,
capable of separating the isotopes of
uranium or enriching uranium in the

isotope 235.
(b) The definitions in 40 CFR 1508.3,
1508.7, 1508.8, 1508.14, 1508.15, 1508.16,

1508.17, 1508.18, 1508.20, 1508.23, 1508.25,
1508.26, and 1508.27, will also be used in
implementing section 102(2) of NEPA.

[49 FR 9381, Mar. 12, 1984, as amended at 57
FR 18391, Apr. 30, 1992]

§51.15 Time schedules.

Consistent with the purposes of
NEPA, the Administrative Procedure
Act, the Commission’s rules of practice
in part 2 of this chapter, §§51.100 and
51.101, and with other essential consid-
erations of national policy:

(a) The appropriate NRC staff direc-
tor may, and upon the request of an ap-
plicant for a proposed action or a peti-
tioner for rulemaking shall, establish a
time schedule for all or any con-
stituent part of the NRC staff NEPA
process. To the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the NRC staff will conduct its
NEPA review in accordance with any
time schedule established under this
section.

(b) As specified in 10 CFR part 2, the
presiding officer, the Atomic Safety
and Licensing Board or the Commis-
sioners acting as a collegial body may
establish a time schedule for all or any
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part of an adjudicatory or rulemaking
proceeding to the extent that each has
jurisdiction.

[49 FR 9381, Mar. 12, 1984, as amended at 69
FR 2276, Jan. 14, 2004]

§51.16 Proprietary information.

(a) Proprietary information, such as
trade secrets or privileged or confiden-
tial commercial or financial informa-
tion, will be treated in accordance with
the procedures provided in §2.390 of
this chapter.

(b) Any proprietary information
which a person seeks to have withheld
from public disclosure shall be sub-
mitted in accordance with §2.390 of this
chapter. When submitted, the propri-
etary information should be clearly
identified and accompanied by a re-
quest, containing detailed reasons and
justifications, that the proprietary in-
formation be withheld from public dis-
closure. A non-proprietary summary
describing the general content of the
proprietary information should also be
provided.

[69 FR 2276, Jan. 14, 2004]

§51.17 Information collection require-
ments; OMB approval.

(@) The Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion has submitted the information
collection requirements contained in
this part to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for approval as re-
quired by the Paperwork Reduction
Act (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). The NRC
may not conduct or sponsor, and a per-
son is not required to respond to, a col-
lection of information unless it dis-
plays a currently valid OMB control
number. OMB has approved the infor-
mation collection requirements con-
tained in this part under control num-
ber 3150-0021.

(b) The approved information collec-
tion requirements in this part appear
in §§51.6, 51.16, 51.41, 51.45, 51.50, 51.51,
51.52, 51.53, 51.54, 51.55, 51.60, 51.61, 51.62,
51.66, 51.68, and 51.69.

[49 FR 24513, June 14, 1984, as amended at 62
FR 52188, Oct. 6, 1997; 67 FR 67100, Nov. 4,
2002]



